
Developing and Presenting 
Scientific Posters
OhioHealth Pharmacy Resident Workshop Series

Sara J. Hyland, PharmD, BCCCP

G r a nt  Med i c al  Cen ter  |  Oh i o Health  |  Co l u m bu s,  OH

Sa r a .j orda n@oh ioh ealth.co m |  @ Sa r a JPh armD



Learning Objectives

1. Discriminate appropriate etiquette from 
common pitfalls for presenting research 
posters in live and virtual formats

2. Contrast highly effective vs less effective 
research poster structure and formatting 
elements

3. Critique research posters for application 
of effective visual representations



Disclosure Statement
The speakers have no relevant financial 
disclosures. 
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Presenting 
Scientific Posters
DR. PLUNKET T ’S T IP SHEET



Purposes of Conference 
Presentations 

Education Feedback

Networking Promotion



Presentation Etiquette and 
Tips
❑Dress

❑Nametag

❑Handouts + business cards

❑Early + prepared

❑Meet and greet, don’t overwhelm 

❑Elevator summary

❑Response to feedback, follow-up



Developing 
Scientific Posters
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Formatting Fundamentals
Font type
◦Sans serif vs. Serif

Font size

Colors and contrast

Sections



Graphics Points



Graphs > Tables > Text
Liposomal bupivacaine use increased 
substantially over the study timeframe, as 
did medication costs and total 
hospitalization costs for the selected 
procedure. 



Graphs > Tables > Text

FY17 FY18 FY19 p-value
Liposomal bupivacaine 
use (# vials dispensed)

20 183 222 0.01

Medication charges per 
surgical case (average $)

957.53 2153.87 2684.54 0.04

Total hospitalization 
charges for admission 
(average $)

13086.52 16546.47 18975.24 0.03



Graphs > Tables > Text
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Pick the Best Chart
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Pick the Best Chart
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Pick the Best Chart
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Pick the Best Chart



Avoid “Chart Junk”
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Avoid “Chart Junk”
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Use Only Essential Elements and 
Format to Facilitate Understanding
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Pick the Best Chart or Graphic
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Pick the Best Chart or Graphic

•-

•-
Barriers

•-

•-
Solutions



Pick the Best Chart or Graphic



Avoid Misleading Infographics



Virtual Poster 
Critiques
GROUP EXERCISE 













In-Person Poster 
Critique
YOU BE  T HE JUDGE – APPLY T HE  RUBRIC YOU 
BROUGHT



Printing Posters at OhioHealth 
Storefront
eSource - Workplace Tools - Print Shop/Digital 
Storefront Ordering

http://ohiohealth.myprintdesk.net/DSF/storefro
nt.aspx

Must log in (requires creating account) to see 
“Custom Print Request” - “Poster Request”

Need to know cost center/business unit info 
(I.e. #####-AAAAA)

http://ohiohealth.myprintdesk.net/DSF/storefront.aspx
http://ohiohealth.myprintdesk.net/DSF/storefront.aspx


References and 
Recommended Readings
ASHP Poster Abstract Resources

https://midyear.ashp.org/-/media/midyear-
conference/docs/2019/MCM19ResidentFellowsPosterSubmissionInstructions.ashx?la=en&hash=1
647EE52EC7D9544CCE0B4289AFCB5146295D0F1

https://midyear.ashp.org/Posters/Residents-and-Fellows

AJHP New Practitioners Forum piece re: poster presentations

Explore: Poster Examples and Resources-

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design including links at bottom of first page, especially 
“Do’s and Don’ts”

https://projects.ncsu.edu/project/posters/ - especially the examples with critique

Fixing academic posters: the #BetterPoster approach | astrobites – Better Poster concept

https://phdposters.com/howto.php#design_tips – especially the gallery link

Dr. Plunkett’s Tips Sheet (provided) 
http://www.csun.edu/plunk/documents/poster_presentation.pdf

https://midyear.ashp.org/-/media/midyear-conference/docs/2019/MCM19ResidentFellowsPosterSubmissionInstructions.ashx?la=en&hash=1647EE52EC7D9544CCE0B4289AFCB5146295D0F1
https://midyear.ashp.org/-/media/midyear-conference/docs/2019/MCM19ResidentFellowsPosterSubmissionInstructions.ashx?la=en&hash=1647EE52EC7D9544CCE0B4289AFCB5146295D0F1
https://midyear.ashp.org/-/media/midyear-conference/docs/2019/MCM19ResidentFellowsPosterSubmissionInstructions.ashx?la=en&hash=1647EE52EC7D9544CCE0B4289AFCB5146295D0F1
https://midyear.ashp.org/Posters/Residents-and-Fellows
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
https://projects.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
https://astrobites.org/2020/02/28/fixing-academic-posters-the-betterposter-approach/
https://phdposters.com/howto.php#design_tips
http://www.csun.edu/plunk/documents/poster_presentation.pdf
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